Ototoxicity of topical agents.
Topical otic preparations are commonly prescribed by otolaryngologists--head and neck surgeons. It is well documented in the literature that some agents in these preparations are ototoxic when applied to the middle ear in experimental animals, although the occurrence of ototoxicity in the clinical setting is controversial. This article discusses topical otic preparations currently available as well as various other agents. The clinician should prescribe these preparations with close surveillance for potential ototoxicity.